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The Main Street 
restaurant serves up 
variety on an eclectic 
menu that encour-




details the limited 
effects of the decision 
to repeal Proposition 
8, which made gay 
marriage illegal.
See page 6
Former point guard 
Devan Downey, now 
a Fort Worth Mad 
Ant, expresses sup-
port for the men’s 
basketball team.
See page 12






Gamecock alumni, students, faculty and staff took 
over the Statehouse on Wednesday to encourage the 
Legislature to keep the University of South Carolina in 
mind when they decide how to distribute state money.
Carolina Action Network sponsored the event 
that USC spokesman Wes Hickman described as a 
“grassroots advocacy day.” Dubbed Carolina Day at 
the Statehouse, the gathering took place two weeks 
after President Harris Pastides requested $40 million 
from a House subcommittee for higher education and 
nearly a month after USC released a study showing the 
university had a $4.1 billion impact on the state.
“We believe there is money this year, maybe for the 
fi rst time in several years, and we’ve got to make the 
case for why an investment in Carolina is an investment 
in South Carolina,” Pastides said. 
The day began as Gov. Nikki Haley recognized July 
1, 2011 as official Back-to-Back Championship Day 
and gave a framed Gamecock flag, which flew over 
the Statehouse after the baseball team won its second 
Tuition at USC might keep rising, but the 
university is still among the nation’s “best value 
colleges,” according to a ranking released by the 
Princeton Review on Tuesday. 
The list, which names 75 each of public and 
private colleges, includes four South Carolina 
schools and fi ve members of the Southeastern 
Conference.
In the state, the Princeton Review listed 
College of Charleston, Clemson University and 
Wofford College. The University of Florida, 
University of Georgia, University of Tennessee 
and Vanderbilt University were named in the 
SEC.
The University of Florida and the University 
of Georgia earned additional recognition, as 
they were listed as the seventh and eighth best 
values among public colleges; no South Carolina 





USC lobbies legislators at Statehouse 
Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
President Harris Pastides speaks to lawmakers, alumni and students at the Statehouse Wednesday afternoon. STATEHOUSE ● 4
They’ve come around to market themselves 
to student organizations, their banners are 
hanging on the wall on Greene Street, and now 
the Student Government executive candidates 
will publicly answer questions on their platforms, 
campaigns and experience.
Presidential candidates Kenny Tracy, John 
Cuenin and Emily Saleeby ; vice presidential 
candidate Chase Mizze l l  ;  and t reasurer 
candidates Coy Gibson and Yousef Ibreak will 
all take the stage tonight at 5 p.m. on the Russell 
House patio for the executive debate.
The SG elections saw another instance of low 
voter turnout last year — only 3,245 students, 
less than 20 percent of USC’s population, cast 
ballots on VIP — and election offi cials have made 
their worries known that this year’s contest, void 
of any major violation or excitement, could see a 
similar turnout.
That’s why they say they hope the debate 
generates interest in the candidates and, in turn, 
the election, which will take place on VIP next 
Tuesday and Wednesday.
“The debate is important because we get to 
ask the critical, oftentimes overlooked, questions 
of each candidate in an open, public forum,” 
said Joshua Watts, the elections commission 
debate coordinator, who will serve as one of the 
moderators. “It gives the public a chance to see 
them and hear direct answers.”
Watts hopes that having the event on the 
Russell House patio will give it more of a high-
profile nature than last year’s debate, which 
took place in the Gambrell auditorium. Watts, a 
fi rst-year history education major , also said he 
anticipates that the questions, the style and the 
formatting of the questions will be more direct 
than in years past.
S t u d e n t s  w a l k i n g 
ac ro s s  c a mpu s  were 
g r e e t e d  w i t h  t h e 
c a l l  o f  a  G a me c o c k 
Tuesday afternoon, as 
the un iversit y tested 
i t s  C a r o l i n a  A l e r t 
emergency notification 
system.
Un l ike  most  te s t s , 
however, this one was 
unplanned. 
The system is tested 
t w i c e  a  y e a r  —  i n 
t he  spr i ng  a nd  f a l l , 
h i s tor ic a l l y  at  a  s e t 
t ime and date — but 
this week, all that USC 
police operators knew 
was  to  ex pec t  a  ca l l 
between Tuesday and 
Friday.
“ I n  p r e v i o u s 
semesters, it ’s been a 
planned test, so we have 
said, ‘Tuesday at 12:20, 
we wil l be act ivat ing 
t hese systems,’”  sa id 
Cpl. Vinny Bocchino , 
of  USC’s Emergency 
M a n a g e m e n t 
department. “[Having 
an unplanned test] is 
very appropriate because 
e m e r g e n c i e s  a r e n ’ t 
planned.”
At 3:17 p.m. Tuesday, 
P r o v o s t  M i c h a e l 
Amiridis, who also serves 
as the chairman of the 
emergency management 
team, called Bocchino. 
By 3:18 and 15 seconds, 
A LERT FM boxes in 
residence halls, lobbies 
a n d  e l s e w h e r e  o n 
campus were activated. 
A m inute  and a  ha l f 
later,  a  message was 
broadcast over outdoor 
warning sirens. Finally, 
about twenty seconds 
after that, it was sent out 
by text message, social 
media, RSS feed and the 
Carolina Alert website.
When the TV crawl 
system, which places a 
scrolling message at the 
bottom of every station 
on on-campus cable, was 
tested, though, nothing 
happened. 
“We’ve kind of looked 
back today [Wednesday] 
a n d  r e v i s i t e d  w h a t 
happened t here ,  and 
it  t u rns out  it  was a 
faulty wire,” Bocchino 
sa id .  “They ’ve  f i xed 
that, and we’ve actually 
implemented a routine 
to test the telev ision 
message crawler once a 
week.”
The response time was 
faster than in the past, 
Bocchino said, because 
Carolina Alert test 
largely successful, 
but reveals problems
Thad Moore and Cassie Cope
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
ALERT ● 5
University among nation’s ‘best value public colleges’
Princeton Review recognizes 4 schools
in South Carolina, 5 in SEC
Faulty wire 
brings TV crawl 
system to a stop
Thad Moore
TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
The Daily Gamecock will aid in moderating the debate and will be accepting 
question suggestions for the candidates from the student body throughout the 
day today via Facebook, Twitter and email.
To submit a question, email news@dailygamecock.com, tweet @thegamecock, 
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In it s annual roundup of the 
cou nt r y ’s  be s t  col lege s ,  T he 
Princeton Review noted as USC’s 
strongest points the university’s 
business ,  nursing, journal ism, 
c h e m i s t r y  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y 
programs; Honors College; and 
Carolina, McNair, Lieber and other 
scholarships. 
Schools are ranked based on 
“of fer ing excel lent academics, 
generous f inancia l a id, and/or 
relatively low cost of attendance,” 
according to the release. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Social networks can 
determine a person’s 
t h o u g h t s ,  b e l i e f s 
and even behav iors , 
accord i ng  to  Ja me s 
Fowler,  a  profe s sor 
at  t he Universit y of 
California, San Diego.
The social scientist 
d i sc us sed h i s  book , 
“ C o n n e c t e d :  T h e 
Surpr ising Power of 
Our Social Networks 
and How They Shape 
Our Lives,” which was 
co-authored by Nicholas 
Christakis, at Gambrell 
Ha l l  on Wednesday 
n ight  in t he second 
annual Pi Sigma Alpha 
lecture. 
S o c i a l  n e t w o r k s , 
F o w l e r  s a i d ,  a r e 
no t  de t e r m i ne d  b y 
geographical proximity 
but  r at her  t h rough 
people’s similarities and 
genes, as they seek out 
individuals who have 
similar interests and 
beliefs.
H i s  s t u d i e s  h a v e 
shown that people who 
smoke or drink have 
friends that also engage 
i n  t he se  behav ior s . 
Likewise, people who 
are obese usually have 
f r iends that are a lso 
overweight. The same 
concept also applies to 
healthy habits, such as 
generosity.
But what about social 
networks online, such as 
Twitter and Facebook?
Fo w l e r ’ s  s t u d i e s 
s u g g e s t  t h at  s o c i a l 
infl uence is not as strong 
among friends on these 
websites as in person.
However, he found 
that when friends who 
had close bonds in the 
real world — determined 
by the number of tagged 
photo s  t he y  sha red 
online — interacted on 
social media, they had 
as much infl uence as in 
person.
F o w l e r  u s e d  a n 
ongoing 32-year study, 
the Framingham Heart 
St udy,  to create h is 
study on the power of 
influence within social 
networks.
Those studies found 
that people who were 
o b e s e  w e r e  o f t e n 
c l u s t e r e d  t o g e t h e r 
w it h i n  t he i r  s o c i a l 
networks. The impact 
i s  so g reat  t hat  i f  a 
person is obese, there is 
a 40-percent chance that 
his or her friend will 
be also, a 20-percent 
chance for that friend’s 
friend and a 10-percent 
chance for a friend of 
that person. 
The study also found 
that the percentage of 
A mericans who were 
obese has increased at 
a rapid rate over the last 
32 years as incidences of 
smoking has decreased. 
Those who do smoke 
w e r e  p u s h e d  f r o m 
t he cent ra l  point of 
their respective social 
networks to the outer 
edges. Much of that 
change stemmed from 
increased awareness of 
smoking’s effects that 
was passed from friend 
to friend.
The same,  Fowler 
said, could be true for 
obesity.
Fowler also said he 
believes that Americans 
can more easily facilitate 
the change of negative 
and positive behaviors 
through social networks .
“The message here 
is that you have to get 
your friends involved,” 
Fowler sa id.  “I f  you 
want to make a positive 
change in your l i fe , 
you don’t  ju st  go it 
alone. You have to tell 
your friends about it. 
You have to encourage 
them to make positive 
changes in their lives as 
well.” 
Kelsey Phillips / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
University of California, San Diego social science professor James Fowler spoke to 
students Wednesday night in Gambrell Hall about his book on social networking.
Fowler: Social networks can be used for change
Rachel Dean
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM








keep your hands clean
cover your mouth/nose when you 
cough or sneeze
avoid close contact with sick people
sleep, eat right, exercise and drink 
lots of water
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consecutive championship, to the 
university.
The flag will hang in coach Ray 
Tanner’s offi ce as long as the offi ce 
is big enough, Pastides said, adding 
that few people have wall space in 
their offi ce for two fl ags. 
“If he can’t hold it in his offi ce, 
maybe he’ll ship it to me,” Pastides 
said jokingly. 
After being recognized in the lobby 
of the Statehouse, the baseball team 
also received accolades on the fl oor of 
the House of Representatives. 
Along with the team, about 200 
USC supporters, including USC 
board of trustees members, alumni, 
students from satellite campuses and 
other university affi liates, overtook 
the Statehouse.
Bert Poozer, a 1960 USC alumnus, 
helped found the Inn at USC along 
with his company, which manages 
the inn. Poozer said he wanted to 
help the university in every way he 
can. 
“I’d like to be down here and kind 
of schmoozin’ around — if that’s the 
word for it — with the legislators, 
trying to promote their giving us 
a little additional funding,” Poozer 
said. 
Students joined the ef fort to 
celebrate the university’s accolades 
in hopes of raising state funding.
“At USC we need help to do some 
things, and it is very important that 
they rally behind us, because we are 
a very important part of the state,” 
said Keeanna Samuel, a fourth-year 
criminal just ice student at USC 
Upstate .
Trey Walker, USC’s director of 
state relations, noted the advocates 
who gave up their day to go to the 
Statehouse to tell their Carolina 
s tor y.  Walker  hoped t hat  t he 
university representatives would 
have a chance to engage their local 
legislators and tell them about what’s 
going on at Carolina.
“We’ve got a great story to tell,” 
Walker said. “We’re getting bigger, 
our students are smarter, the quality 
of education is getting better and 
it’s a fantastic school. We are the 
fl agship university of the state and it 
is our mission to lead.” 
Fo r  t h e  2012-13  y e a r,  t h e 
Un iver s it y  of  Sout h Carol ina 
requested a recurring fund of $5 
million for Palmetto College, an 
initiative that would enable USC 
students with associate degrees — or 
a credit equivalent — to earn their 
baccalaureate degrees online. 
U S C  a l s o  r e q u e s t e d  n o n -
recurring funds of $10 mil l ion 
for the law school, $5 million for 
research lab equipment and $20 
million for deferred maintenance 
projects at all eight campuses, $15 
million of which would go to the 
Columbia campus. The university 
has about $300 million in deferred 
maintenance needs, according to an 
estimate Pastides gave the House 
subcommittee two weeks ago. 
Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Head baseball coach Ray Tanner thanks Gov. Nikki Haley and the state legislature 
Wednesday for their congratulations of his team’s back-to-back national championships.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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CAR WASH
1410 North Millwood Avenue803-256-2110 
 www.suddethauto.com
FREE with any service
Online appointments:
“We take the worry out of your car care”
CHANGING 
CAROLINA 5K
                Saturday, Feb. 25
                                         10 a.m. 
                                                   FREE and OPEN to 
                           USC students, faculty & staff only
    Begins on Greene St. in front of Russell House
                         Info/register: www.sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/5k
Carmen Suite No. 1
Bizet
Selections from
 My Fair Lady 
Lerner & Loewe 
Diana Amos, soprano, Daniel Cole, baritone
Selections from
Phantom of the Opera
Lloyd Webber 
 
Porgy & Bess 
(concert version)
Gershwin 
Lori Hicks, soprano 
Tommy Watson, lyric baritone, and 
the Benedict College Concert Choir 
(Linda Kershaw, director)
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C a r o l i n a  D i n i n g 
has reintroduced the 
t radit ional f ive-per-
week meal plan af ter 
a  s u r g e  o f  s t u d e nt 
demand.
“It was brought to 
o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t 
students were missing 
i t , ”  s a i d  C y n t h i a 
S t e e l e ,  m a r k e t i n g 
manager for Carolina 
D i n i n g  .  “ B e c a u s e 
o f  p r o g r a m m i n g 
c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  i t ’s 
not listed on VIP, but 
people can purchase it 
by calling or going to 
CarolinaCard offi ce.” 
So far this semester, 
95 f ive-a-week mea l 
p l a n s  h a v e  b e e n 
purchased.  St udent s 
c a n  p u r c h a s e  n e w 
meal plans or upgrade 
their current plans at 
any point during the 
semester at a pro-rated 
c o s t  b a s e d  o n  t h e 
number of remaining 
dining days. 
T h e  p l a n ,  w h i c h 
pays for a total of 80 
meals at a cost of $698 
per semester, had been 
discarded last semester 
and replaced by t he 
“minor FLEX” plan, 
which cost $700 for the 
same number of meals 
in FLEX dollars.
T he m i nor  F LE X 
w a s  o n e  o f  t h r e e 
F L E X   p l a n s  t h a t 
were int roduced last 
s e m e s t e r ,  m o d e l e d 
a f t e r  a  d i n i n g 
s y s t em l au nc hed  at 
Pe n n s y l v a n i a  S t a t e 
Un iver s it y  a nd a l so 
adopted at  V i rg in ia 
Tech.
The Daily Gamecock 
reported in September 
that few students saw 
the value in the FLEX 
plans, as they yielded an 
increase of just 20 in the 
total number of meal 
plans sold last semester.
Sales of the FLEX 
plans decreased from 
905 in the fall to 706 
in the spring, according 
to Director of Business 
Affairs Helen Zeigler. 
Zeigler said decreases 
a r e  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d 
because Din ing lost 
customers who pledged 
into Greek life (many 
f r a t e r n i t i e s  a n d 
soror it ies have their 
own meal plans at their 
respective houses) and 
because of drops in the 
university’s enrollment.
But ,  she  sa id ,  t he 
FLEX plans have still 
i nc re a s e d  C a r o l i n a 
Dining’s profit margin 
f rom last year: tota l 
revenue this spring is up 
$700,000 over Spring 
2011. 
The FLEX plans will 
most likely remain next 
semester as a second 
opt ion for st udent s , 
according to Dining 
S e r v i c e s  D i s t r i c t 
Manager Robert Coffey.
“R ight  now we’re 
in  t he in format ion-
gathering stage, as this 
year was a pilot year, 
and we’ve heard good 
reviews,” Coffey said. 
“ W h at  w e  w a nt  t o 
achieve in everything 
we do i s  have  more 
c h o i c e s  . . .  I  t h i n k 
s t udent s  apprec i ate 
having the opportunity 
to pick and choose what 
works best for them.” 
of  upg rades  to t he 
system.
“About a year ago, 
we switched to a new 
t e x t  m e s s a g e  a n d 
email system, which 
has great ly, great ly 
improved the time it 
takes to actually send 
the message out,” he 
said.
Bocchino said 97.5 
percent of the 61,013 
em a i l s  t he  s y s t em 
sent were successfully 
received; he said a big 
improvement in that 
department was that 
out d ated  m a i lb ox .
sc.edu addresses, were 
n e w  e m a i l . s c . e d u 
accounts.
Bocchino also said 
4 0,193 cel l  phones 
received those tex t 
mes sage s  Tuesday, 
98.4 percent of the 
4 0 , 8 3 1  n u m b e r s 
students, faculty and 
staff listed on VIP.
“A  l o t  o f  t h o s e 
[ u n s u c c e s s f u l 
m e s s a g e s ]  w e r e 
because people put 
l a n d l i n e  nu m b e r s 
i n t o  a  c e l l  p h o n e 
field,” Bocchino said. 
“Obviously, you can’t 
send a text message to 
a landline ... About 50 
people put numbers 
that start with 777, 
so they put university 
numbers in that line.”
The text message 
s y s t e m  h a s  c o m e 
under criticism in the 
last few months, as it 
is reserved only for 
“situations that pose 
an immediate risk to 
safety,” according to 
t he Carol ina A ler t 
website, and students 
won’t be notifi ed if the 
university closes for 
severe weather.
I f  s t udent s  wa nt 
to be texted in those 
situations, Bocchino 
suggested that they 
have Carolina Alert’s 
Twitter messages sent 
to their cell phones 
instead. 
“If you want [a text 
message in] some of 
these instances where 
life safety isn’t an issue 
but it st i l l warrants 
a message — severe 
w e a t h e r  w a r n i n g , 
school closings, crime 
alerts — it’s very easy 
to sign up for Twitter 
and push that to your 
cell phone so you can 
get a text message,” he 
said. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
ALERT • Continued from 1
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CORRECTIONS
In Wednesday’s edition, we reported that Caroline Terry, a member 
of USC’s Delta Zeta chapter, died due to a bone marrow match 
not being found. A match was found; Terry died from leukemia 
complications later on. The Daily Gamecock regrets the error.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew poi nt s  page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
L e t t e r s  a n d  g u e s t  c o l u m n s 
should be submit ted v ia emai l to 
ga mecocked itor @sc .edu.  Let ter s 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year in 
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Football rivalry legislation unnecessary 
State lawmakers need to focus on more 
pressing issues facing South Carolina





Court reversal has 
















“The pet projects 
of legislators 
trying to get 
reelected can 
wait for their 
funding, but the 
university can’t.”
USC should not have 
to grovel for funding
Theft, dealing could 
cause serious issues
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Proposit ion 8, California’s law 
banning gay marriage, was deemed 
unconstitutional by the 9th circuit court 
of appeals on Tuesday. A three-judge 
panel from the court agreed two-to-one 
that Proposition 8 violated the civil 
rights of California’s gay and lesbian 
population and that Prop 
8 “serves no purpose, 
and has no effect, other 
than to lessen the status 
a nd  hu m a n  d ig n it y 
of gays and lesbians in 
California.”  
Proposit ion 8 was 
deemed unconstitutional 
once before in 2010 by 
federal judge Vaughn 
Wa l k e r .  S a m e - s e x 
marriage was legalized for four months 
 until the ninth circuit court put a stay 
on Walker’s ruling pending an appeal 
to the Supreme Court, subsequently 
replacing the ban . 
While Tuesday’s ruling is great 
accomplishment for LGBT advocates 
in California, its national effects are 
extremely limited. It is only applicable 
in states “that [have] already granted full 
legal rights to same-sex couples” and 
later taken them away, which has only 
happened in California .  Opponents of 
gay marriage are using the specifi city 
of the ruling as a means of criticism. 
Family Research Council President 
Tony Perkins claimed that it “seeks to 
impose San Francisco[‘s] values on the 
entire country” and accused same-sex 
marriage activists of “forc[ing] their 
will on…fellow citizens”  .
In addition to its area-specifi c impact, 
the ruling fails to completely legalize 
gay marriage in California. Judges 
can still put holds on pending appeals 
for same-marriage licenses until the 
Supreme Court makes a fi nal decision , 
a process that is likely to be delayed as it 
has been in the past .  
The ruling may have a hard time 
getting to the Supreme Court at all; 
according to a law professor at Santa 
Clara University, the Supreme Court 
may be less likely to review the ruling 
since it cannot be applied on a national 
level . Moreover, the Supreme Court 
justices review only 1% of the cases 
presented annually . 
T h o u g h  t h e  r u l i n g  a g a i n s t 
Proposit ion 8 may not apply to 
national politics, it ref lects nation-
wide sentiments towards the issue of 
LGBT rights. The arguments that led 
to Tuesday’s ruling refl ect the growing 
amount of social concern about civil 
rights for the LGBT community . 
In fact, public approval of same-
sex marriage has greatly increased in 
recent years. A poll from September 
of 2011 showed that 53% of Americans 
believed same-sex marriages should be 
recognized , versus 44% back in 2009 .
The power generated by the removal 
of Prop 8 exists mainly in the prospect 
of increased support for LGBT civil 
rights in response to the widespread 
celebrations that followed Tuesday’s 
ruling. Public celebrations were held 
in major cities  and there was a slew 
of enthusiastic responses from public 
fi gures backing the repeal of Prop 8.  . 
The spread of this enthusiasm 
is crucial to the future of same-sex 
marriage and overall equality for 
members of the LGBT community. 
While Tuesday’s ruling was the biggest 
step the judicial system has taken in 
ending discrimination of marriage , 
further change relies on the continued 
interest of the American public.  
Shippensburg University has 
taken medical accessibility to a 
whole new level fi lling a vending 
machine with the emergency 
contraception pill Plan B. 
I t  i s  c o m m e n d a b l e  o f 
Shippensburg to come up with 
a quicker way to retrieve the 
emergency contraception, but 
the university officials are not 
thinking of the potential risks 
involved with the availability. 
One risk is how 
often pills will be 
restocked. Many 
items in vending 
machines are left 
unsold for long 
periods of time. 
The university 
ne e d s  t o  m a k e 
sure that all pills 
left over certain 
periods of time are not sold. It is 
one thing for a pack of crackers 
to be months-old in vending 
machines, but outdated pills can 
lead to various health risks, and 
legal issues as well.
Another potential risk also 
deals with break-ins and thefts. 
It’s much easier to break into a 
vending machine, and on top of 
that, patrons of the machine are 
carrying much more money than 
they would to purchase a soda. 
M a k i ng  t hose  p i l l s  t hat 
accessible can also open a new 
underground market for the pills 
as well. Because of the anonymity 
of the machine, purchasers can 
easily provide youth under the 
legal age with the pill. 
Despite the risks to society 
in general, over-access can have 
personal consequences as well. 
There is no limit on the amount 
of times Plan B can be taken, but 
that does not mean it is safe to 
take the pill every day.
The fact that university health 
care programs already discount 
the emergency contraceptive 
makes it accessible enough. 
Hopefully Shippensburg does not 
start a trend around universities 
to sell pills in vending machines.  
Let’s face it: South Carolina wouldn’t be South 
Carolina without the classic Carolina vs. Clemson 
football game. With all the new changes to the SEC 
and ACC football conferences, there are some worries 
that scheduling confl icts might occur and the rivalry 
won’t take place.  In fact, South Carolina state Rep. 
Nathan Ballentine is so concerned about this possibility 
that he introduced a proposal that would require both 
teams to continue the yearly matchup.  
For 103 consecutive years, USC and Clemson have 
played each other, making it college football’s second-
longest rivalry in the nation.  With the new changes 
to the football conferences this consecutive streak may 
change. 
The problems that Ballentine is concerned with 
come from both the ACC and SEC adding teams to 
their conference. The ACC, the conference Clemson 
participates in, will add Pittsburgh and Syracuse 
Universities. It will also require nine conference 
games each fall season. The SEC, the conference USC 
participates in, is adding Missouri and Texas A&M. 
With all the extra games, there is limited space for 
nonconference matchups.  
Ballentine is a graduate of USC 
and so can, like we all do, understand 
why the USC vs. Clemson game is 
important. It is a game that not only 
grants bragging rights, but also creates 
business for Columbia.  I’m not saying 
that a law requiring the rivalry would 
be a bad thing, but the South Carolina 
government should be looking at real 
problems at hand. 
Neither school would ever give up 
the long-seated rivalry game. They can 
handle arranging one of the biggest games of their 
season and do not need help from a government 
offi cial. 
Both schools would lose money in advertising and 
sales without the game. Wes Hickman, spokesman for 
USC, said, “Athletic schedules need to be decided by 
athletic directors and coaches.” Even Clemson athletic 
director Terry Don Phillips said that Clemson does not 
want to “have to legislate the issue, as I cannot conceive 
of a realistic scenario that would prohibit Clemson and 
South Carolina from continuing our football season.” 
He couldn’t have said it any better. Most South 
Carolinians would go insane without this game. The 
last thing they need to do is make it into a legal issue.
According to Ballentine there is “precedence” for 
this legislation, because in 1952, the only reason 
Clemson and Carolina played each other was because 
the General Assembly required them to play. Clemson 
was prohibited from playing Southern Conference 
opponents, which included USC, after it violated a ban 
on postseason play. While the government might have 
saved this long-standing tradition that year, it hardly 
counts as a reason to create a law requiring the game 
to take place. 
While Ballentine’s intentions are good, maybe 
he should focus on more important things in South 
Carolina. 
Gov. Nikki Haley hosted Carolina Day 
at the Statehouse yesterday, bringing USC’s 
fi nest out of the woodwork to — for lack of 
a better term — beg for money. Sadly, the 
flagship university of South Carolina year 
in and year out ends up having to justify to 
the state legislature why we deserve taxpayer 
dollars to fund 
the operat ions 
of the university. 
A nd wh i le  we 
l o v e  t o  r u b 
t h e  b a s e b a l l 
team’s back-to-
back  nat iona l 
championships 
in the nose of 
anyone we get 
the chance to, it’s 
saddening that we have to do so in order to be 
considered for state funding. 
Most requested funds are for line items 
people would be hard pressed to call “luxury 
items;” rather they’re necessities such as 
maintenance that’s been delayed for years 
and refreshing a building older than the great 
majority of people alive on earth today. 
For a university that makes Princeton 
Rev iew’s l ist of the best value publ ic 
institutions not to be granted funding to 
simply maintain, not glamorize, a campus 
that has buildings crumbling under an ever-
increasing student population is criminal. 
The pet projects of legislators trying to get 
reelected can wait for their funding, but the 
university — grooming the future leaders of 
South Carolina — cannot. Funding the future 
and funding the premiere college of South 
Carolina doesn’t win you votes in a home 
district. In the most sobering way possible — 
it’s not dollars and cents, it’s politics.
Carolina Day is a great event put on by the 
university, but under no circumstances should 
it need to be held. Not only is USC the future 
of South Carolina, it drives nearly $4.1 billion 
into the state economy and supports one in 
every 37 jobs in the state.  
It’s depressing that this isn’t a new issue, 
and we don’t see an end in sight.
Maybe the university should form its own 
Super PAC. Those seem to be getting what 
they ask for these days. 
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Ever since “The Blair Witch Project,” the 
found-footage gimmick has been an increasingly 
popular style among the horror genre. We’ve seen 
it more recently in fi lms like “Cloverfi eld” (2008) 
and “Paranormal Activity” (2007) , but they all 
featured the same problem: rickety cameras that 
make it hard to see what is actually happening. 
I was almost ready to give up on this gimmick 
after seeing “The Devil Inside,” but then along 
comes “Chronicle,” a movie that has actually 
brought hope to the idea of found-footage fi lms. 
“Chronicle” takes a dif ferent approach to 
found-footage, opting out of the horror aspect it 
is commonly associated with. It is a superhero fi lm 
starring young actors — with no major motion 
picture credentials backing up their names , but 
very compelling performances.  
As a superhero movie, “Chronicle” treats the 
origin story differently. There are no rich kids 
with high-tech gadgets (Batman), no aliens from 
outer space (Superman), no one with a special 
gene inside them (X-Men) and there’s no Uncle 
Ben (do I really need to say it? ). These are just 
regular teenagers that are going through regular 
teenage troubles in a regular high school. 
One of those teenagers, and the camera-
operator in this movie, is nerdy, virginal and 
introverted Seattle teenager Andrew Detmer 
(Dane DeHaan) . His life is far from happy thanks 
to his drunken, abusive father and his terminally 
ill mother, as well as bullies who torture him in 
school. 
After f inding an old camera, he decides to 
document all of the dismal aspects of his life, 
creating a barrier between himself and reality.  
Andrew’s only friend appears to be his cool, 
smart cousin Matt (Alex Russell) , who constantly 
Tyler Simpson
TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Film ditches horror for superhero 
storyline, inexperienced actors
Director: Josh Trank
Starring: Dane Dehaan, Alex Russell, 
Michael B. Jordan
Rating: PG-13 for intense action and 
violence, thematic material, some 
language, sexual content and teen 
drinking
“Chronicle”
NOW IN THEATERS B+
Courtesy of collider.com
Dane DeHaan plays introverted Seattle teenager Andrew Detmer in the new found-footage fi lm “Chronicle.”
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‘Chronicle’ spins new angle on found-footage
Strolling down Main Street, visitors 
are certain to take in a unique blend of 
sights, smells and sounds that are capped 
off with Columbia’s Capitol building 
towering directly ahead.  
Storefront windows peddle everything 
from designer fabrics to Palmetto tree-
stamped souvenirs, and heady aromas 
linger just outside the doors of several 
sidewalk cafes. 
Nestled tightly in this cornucopia 
of commerce sits Taqueria Fever , a 
restaurant that’s giving new meaning to 
the notion of “fork-free” dining. 
Opened by Charlotte native Ellyn 
Season in mid-2011 , the restaurant 
touts the hands-on dining experience, 
encouraging patrons to “put down the 
fork” when dining on almost any item 
ordered from Fever’s eclectic menu. 
The dining establishment has become 
well known for its reasonable lunch 
specials as well as its convenient location 
to a number of downtown businesses. 
Now nearing their one-year anniversary , 
Taqueria Fever fi nally opened its doors 
for the dinner crowd earlier this year, 
a move that spokesman Aaron Johnson 
said is gradually growing Fever’s local 
fan base. 
“We’re really start ing to gain a 
loyal customer following,” Johnson 
said. “However, we’ve also been able 
to maintain a fairly quiet, intimate 
atmosphere that’s perfect for date nights 
or group dinners.” 
Variety certainly is the spice of life 
for the restaurant’s menu selections. 
Fever’s diverse menu offers lush salads 
mixed with fresh spring greens like the 
Southern BLT seasoned with bacon 
and white balsamic vinaigrette and 
topped with fried or grilled chicken for 
$8. Other light-eating options include 
the smoked salmon salad, featuring 
cucumbers, red onion and house-smoked 
salmon with pickled lime dressing for $9.
 Appetizer choices are also widely-
varied, with patrons selecting from 
$6 Contest-Recipe or Southwest chili 
served with homemade cornbread . 
Creamy spinach and artichoke dip is 
also served hot in a large portion with 
accompanying tri-color chips at $5, not 
to mention piping hot chili–cheese fries 
topped with red onion, smoked cheddar 
and thick Contest-Recipe chili for $7. 
It is this type of diverse dining, plus 
fair pricing and quality ingredients, that 
has made Fever a novel night out for 
visitors of any appetite says Johnson.  
“The variet y here is just real ly 
awesome,” Johnson said. “It’s a restaurant 
where you can take a large group where 
somebody wants a burger and someone 
else wants a taco, but no one has to argue 
about it because it’s all on one menu.” 
Fever’s menu does host a wide variety 
of taco choices, but these are not the 
type you order off the dollar menu at 
Taco Bell. These specialty taco options 
take risks with your taste buds, pairing 
up unusual combinations that produce 
explosive fl avor. 
Taco specialties are divided into four 
categories: Open Ocean which features 
the Shrimp and Scallop Tango that 
comes with a spicy kick of jalapeno slaw, 
Land Rover with Carolina Pulled Pork 
tacos topped with a vinegar-mustard 
combination BBQ sauce , Fine Feathered 
Friends featuring the Crispy Chili 
Chicken with grilled pineapple and a 
tangy chili sauce , and the vegetarian 
Garden Grown mushroom and poblano 
pepper tacos. Taco specialties can be 
ordered a la carte from $2.50 to $3 
each, or as meals with three tacos and 
a beverage for $8.50 or two tacos, a 
beverage and side item for $7.50.  
Two-dollar side items consist of a 
few signature southern favorites, many 
of which are added to with a Fever-ish 
twist. Homestyle macaroni and cheese 
can be amped up a spicy notch to Fever’s 
Southwest macaroni and cheese with 
peppers. Southern-style collard greens , 
classic refried beans or Fever’s pinto 
beans are also offered on the side item 
menu . 
Almost no menu would be complete 
without a few burger options to choose 
from, and Fever certainly fi lls the gap 
for the red-meat eater. The Pimento 
Cheese burger is served slathered with 
melted pimento cheese for $9, while 
the Portabella burger is capped off with 
grilled mushrooms, red onion and Swiss 
cheese for $9. There’s even a choice for 
the plain Jane burger lover; the classic 
burger is served with lettuce, tomato and 
onion on a grilled bun for $7. 
All burger dishes come with a pickle 
spear, side of pomme frites and a 
beverage . Signature hot dogs are also on 
deck, ranging from the bacon-wrapped, 
egg-topped Late Breakfast dog for $7 or 
the Classic NYC dog with Sauerkraut, 
 onions and mustard for $6. 
There are some fi ner dining selections 
as well, under the “Latin Fever” section. 
The Rumba serves up chicken and 
shrimp skewers grilled with a medley 
of red onion, pineapple and cherry 
tomatoes with a spicy but sweet chili 
sauce and confetti rice on the side for 
$13. 
The restaurant’s Chicken Madrid is 
also a sumptuous but reasonably priced 
dish, with pan-seared chicken breast 
paired up with spicy ham and peppers, 
served with Spanish rice and avocado-
mango relish for $12. 
The interior of the restaurant is set up 
simple but with a cinch of style. Albeit 
a small space, Fever makes the most of 
it, adorning the walls with modern art 
pieces and dangling light fi xtures. 
Vista businessmen with after-work 
beers in hand mingle with an assortment 
of USC students, many of whom were 
simply passing by before they decided 
to make a stop into Taqueria Fever. 
Bartender Chad Hastings says that the 
restaurant’s Main Street location makes 
it ideal for downtown visitors and foot 
traffi c. 
“It’s a really great atmosphere in here, 
with great drink and food prices,” said 
Hastings. “We have a really strong 
lunch crowd right now, but we’re slowly 
fi ltering in more night traffi c just from 
people walking through the Vista.” 
Taqueria Fever is located at 1202 
Main Street . For more information and 
a menu , visit the restaurant’s web site at 
www.taqueriafever.com.  
 
Taqueria Fever goes ‘fork-free’
Mary Cathryn Armstrong
MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Main Street restaurant takes 
risks with varied menu 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Main Street’s Taqueria Fever opened in mid-2011, but just opened for dinner this year.
Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Taqueria Fever serves everything from 
fresh salmon salads to specialty tacos.
“We all want to be big, big stars,
but we got different reasons for that.”
— Counting Crows
The Daily Gamecock 8 Thursday, February 9, 2012
Mention to a friend that you’ve found 
a breakfast joint that serves crispy bacon, 
scrambled eggs and fl uffy pancakes, and 
you might not elicit much excitement. 
Isn’t that a bare minimum for a 
breakfast diner?
So how does Orig inal Pancake 
House — the Columbia mainstay at 
Trenholm Plaza — differentiate itself 
from, well let’s say, IHOP? Time after 
time, the restaurant serves outstanding 
food, offers a wide array of options and 
provides stellar service.
There is always a wait, which is quite 
remarkable considering the cavernous 
restaurant serves food quickly and jams 
tables together so closely you can hear 
three conversations at once.  On a recent 
Saturday morning, an awestruck couple 
gazed into each others’ eyes fi ve feet to 
my left. To my right, another couple 
met a priest for counseling. Diners at 
two-tops exchanged glances at dishes 
dripping with fresh fruit, specialty 
syrups and dollops of whipped cream — 
each new dish leaving diners envious of 
their neighbors, doubting whether they 
had indeed picked the perfect waffl e.
Once you sit, you’re quickly prodded 
along to order. And that can be quite 
a challenge, because the menu is page 
after page of delectable options. There 
are waff les and chicken sandwiches, 
burgers and crepes. And everything 
looks equally appetizing.
The pumpkin pecan pancakes, served 
six to a plate for just over $6, are sweet 
enough that you barely need syrup. 
Pecan crumbles and pumpkin fl avoring 
are folded into the pancakes and 
sprinkled on top, giving a consistently 
delicious taste to every bite. 
An apple Belgian waffl e — perfectly 
crisped and served with slivers of fresh 
apple and a ladle of the restaurant’s 
signature bright pink apple syrup that 
tastes like heaven’s honey — doesn’t 
disappoint.
The delicate crepes are jam-packed 
with fruit but don’t overpower. The 
strawberries inside always seem fresh, 
whether it’s May or December.
A simple platter of creamy grits, 
fresh eggs and seasoned sausage will 
suffi ce for the simplest of diners, but the 
menu encourages adventure. The priest 
discussed earlier ordered a Dutch baby 
and stared at it incredulously when it 
arrived — the chain’s staple plate piles 
whipped butter, lemon and powdered 
sugar on the deep-dish “German 
pancake.”
And although there’s enough on the 
breakfast menu to keep you occupied, 
the Pancake House does offer a smaller 
menu of lunch options. You won’t go 
wrong with the chicken cheesesteak or 
homemade burger, both of which drew 
raves from recent dining companions. 
The restaurant does have a few 
downfalls. The coffee is average; you 
would be better served to stop by the 
Starbucks, conveniently located two 
doors away. And expect to pay at least $8 
for breakfast and $10 for lunch or dinner 
if you want a drink. 
And, yes, Original Pancake is a chain 
restaurant. 
It is a chain restaurant without 
a chain feel, a place where you can 
quickly become a local and eat some of 
Columbia’s best breakfast food.
But please, don’t order just the grits 
and eggs. 
 
Pancake House puts original twist on breakfast
Trenholm Plaza restaurant 
adds fl avor to classics
Josh Dawsey
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Photos by Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Nationwide chain breakfast spot Original Pancake House sits in Trenholm Plaza in 
Columbia. The restaurant serves pancakes, waffl es and other specialty breakfast treats.
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references famous philosophers. 
Later on, he also befr iends the 
most popular guy in school, Steve 
 (Michael B. Jordan), the type of 
guy who excels at everything and 
is  running for class president . 
Tog e t her,  t he  t h re e  o f  t hem 
investigate a sinkhole that has been 
emitting a strange sound.
Inside the hole, they discover a 
strange, glowing crystalline object 
that exposes them to superpowers. 
After having their share of fun with 
these powers, the consequences 
eventually catch up with them and 
they decide to set some ground rules 
for their powers: never expose them 
in public and don’t use them with 
evil intent. 
No spoilers here because this 
movie is worth sitting through — the 
entire 84 minutes — as we see these 
teenagers adjust to their powers. 
The story eventually gets darker as 
the movie continues to answer the 
question, “What would you do if you 
had superpowers?” 
One major aspect that separates 
“Chronicle” f rom other found-
footage fi lms is how the fi lm manages 
to provide explanations toward how 
the footage was taken. Most of the 
movie is shown through Andrew’s 
camera in more ways than one, most 
notably when he f loats the camera 
around himself in multiple scenes. 
We also see the story through a lens 
belonging to pretty teenage blogger 
Casey (Ashley Hinshaw) , the girl 
that Matt is swooning after. There 
are also bits of surveillance footage 
that distract us from the narrative 
and take us out of the picture, but at 
least we know where the footage is 
coming from.
The effects for “Chronicle” are 
completely realistic. In the movie, 
the tr io gains superpowers that 
include super durability, telekinetic 
abi l it ies and, most noteworthy 
effect-wise, fl ight. The fl ight effects 
are extraordinary, using invisible 
wires to levitate the actors instead 
of relying on the animation effects 
from “Spiderman” (2002) .  
The cast is  f i l led w it h many 
u nfa m i l ia r  na mes ,  but  t hat  i s 
actually a good thing. Because these 
young actors don’t carry big names 
in cinema, it adds to the pseudo-
reality of the f ilm as these three 
characters actually feel like teenagers 
that the audience can connect with, 
especially when we see them have a 
little fun with their powers. 
“C h r on ic le”  i s  t he  t y p e  o f 
movie that shows a gimmick, if 
used correctly, can be more than 
a g immick. With great ef fects, 
smar t  w r it ing and compel l ing 
performances from a few newcomers, 
“Chronicle” may be considered the 
savior of found-footage fi lms .  
CHRONICLE ● Continued from 7
Courtesy of aceshowbiz.com
The fi lm relies on explanations of found-footage to separate itself from others in the genre.
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Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
Noon, 1 business day 
prior to publication
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
characters
LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
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HOUSING
large 2 bed rm, 1 bath apt 
Walk to USC, $500 plus $20 water, 
$500 sec., limited to two people, 
no pets, 
620 Heidt St 776-5405  
OPPORTUNITY
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. 
No Experience Nec.Training  
Available. 800-965-6520 Ext253
EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving 
counselors tgo teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)4844-8080 
apply: campcedar.com 
SALES & SERVICE
Walker White, Inc. is a local 
Mechanical contractor. Our 
service and small projects division 
is currently looking for a highly 
motivated individual to secure new 
contracts and provide follow-up 
sales calls on our existing client 
base. A mechanical or engineering 
background is helpful but not 
required. Flexible scheduling, 
with an opportunity for full 
time work during the summer. 
Qualified candidate would be a 
motivated self starter with excellent 
communication and people skills. 
Please e-mail resume to 
JDennis@Walker-White.com
Palmetto Athletic Ctr is seeking 
a competitive gymnastics coach 
with knowledge of Level 4-6 
routines and a office receptionist. 
Go to https://sites.google.com/
site/pacstaffsite/home-page/
Employment   
Email your application to 
gm.pacsc@gmail.com
PROJECT MANAGMENT
Walker White, Inc., a local 
Mechanical contractor, is now 
accepting resumes for the 
following positions: SALES 
ENGINEER & PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT. Qualified 
candidate should have a BS 
in Mechanical Engineering or 
reasonably expect to graduate 
by 2013. Effective leadership, 
communication, & problem solving 
skills are required. Our engineering 
team offers a fast paced, yet 
casual & friendly, working and 
learning environment. Scheduling 
is flexible with an opportunity 
for full time employment upon 




Special Needs 4th grader 
Aspersers female 
in regular ed class needs tutor.  
M-Th 3:30 - 5:30.  $10/hr.  
Please call 803-920-5675.
Excellent Opportunity
Busy Allergist office seeks bright, 
hardworking, ethical students 
to work full-time for at least a 
year.  We have both clinical and 
business positions available.  
Excellent opportunity for those 
interested in applying to medical 
and/or graduate school.  We 
can provide hands-on clinical 
experience.  Only those with 
excellent academic records 
(GPA of 3.6 or higher)  and great 
references need apply.  Email 
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Meet an interesting new 
person. Take advantage 
o f  y o u r  i n c r e d i b l e 
magnetism today to win 
someone’s heart. Your 
promotions have power 
and urgency.
Taurus
Def ine you r des i res 
loca l ly.  Charm your 
clients with an emotive 
pre sent at ion .  Brea k 
through a barr ier to 
exceed expectat ions. 
Your luck will improve 
immensely.
Gemini
A  l u c k y  d i s c o v e r y 
br i ng s  sought-a f t er 
informat ion. Friends 
have all kinds of great 
information, and new 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l 
develop. Someone will 
fall in love.
Cancer
Learn what you need 
to from someone with 
experience. Promising 
ideas will be presented. 
C ap t u r e  i m p o r t a nt 
c h a n c e s  i n  y o u r 
schedule. A message of 
love wil l arrive from 
afar.
Leo
C h a n g e  c o u l d  b e 
coming down the road. 
You have a fi rm hand on 
the reins. This could get 
expensive. Reassess your 
assets. Consider those 
that don’t usually show 
up on the books.
Virgo
Your capacity to dream 
is your power tool today. 
Make it happen. Feeling 
at ease and in charge of 
your life makes you quite 
attractive. Let romance 
fi nd you.
Libra
L o o k  p a s t  s t o r m 
c l o u d s  t o  s e e  t h e 
ra i nbow.  W hen you 
put it in perspect ive, 
it’s manageable. Send 
you r  energ y  i n  t he 
r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  A 
breakthrough is possible.
Scorpio
Ask what you can do 
for your communit y, 
and then act on it. Your 
w i l l i ng ne s s  to  he lp 
others is sexy. Friends 
are there for you, too.
Sagittarius
Take a long trip with 
a loved one and learn 
something new about 
y o u r s e l v e s .  L i s t e n 
closely to emot ions. 
Don’t spend more than 
you budget. Deepen a 
connection.
Capricorn
Put energy into your 
relat ionship, whether 
it’s an adventuresome 
getaway or just a night 
at home around the fi re. 
Try on their shoes, and 
enhance your listening 
skills.
Aquarius
B r i n g  l o v e  i n t o 
your work , and ga in 
more than expected. 
Transformation is good 
now.  You r  adva nces 
i n  j u s t  a b o u t  a n y 
endeavor will be warmly 
encouraged.
Pisces
You can go for what you 
believe in, especial ly 
with the help of a friend. 
You have more support 
than you know. You love 




REVOLT , THE 
REJECTIONEERS , 
FOLEY 
8 p.m. , $10 
New Brookland 
Tavern, 122 State St.
ATLAS ROAD 
CREW W/ LAKE 
CUNNINGHAM 
9 p.m. doors/ 10 
p.m. show, $5 
5 Points Pub, 2020 
Devine St. 
THE ARTIST
3:30, 5:30, 8 p.m., 
$6.50 students / 
$7.50 general 
Nickelodeon 
Theatre, 937 Main 
St. 
 
BIG ATTACK , MOVERS & SHAKERS , SONS OF YOUNG , 
HECTORINA , RIVER’S INN 
7:30 p.m. , $5 over 21 / $8 under 21 
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
HURT ACOUSTIC PERFORMANCE TOUR W/ THE WANDERING 
MADMAN 
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, $10 students / $12 
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St. 
TODAY
REV RUN 
8 p.m., free with Carolina Card 












































































































54 Start to do well?
55 Jobs for grad
students






www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Columbia Charlotte Shuttle





 Fresh off a 
heartbreaking 
d o u b l e -
overtime loss 
at  A labama, 
t h e  R e b e l s 
w i l l  l o o k 
t o  r eb ou nd 
t o n i g h t 
a g a i n s t 
in-state rival, No. 18 Mississippi State. 
For wards  Mu r phy Hol loway a nd 
Reginald Buckner have been a double-
edged sword this year, ranking third and 
fourth respectively in rebounds per game 
in SEC play, though rank among the 
league’s worst free throw shooters. The 
Rebels also turn the ball over more than 
any other team in the conference, giving 
it away 16 times per game. If they hope to 
fi nish strong, the Rebels will have to take 
better care of the ball and start making 
their foul shots.




with a win 
a g a i n s t 
a  g o o d 
A r k a n s a s 
t e a m , 
t h o u g h 
they followed it with a surprising loss 
to Vanderbilt. The Tigers are led by 
6-foot-11-inch junior, Justin Hamilton, 
who leads the team in points and 
rebounds. Freshman Anthony Hickey 
has also been a pleasant surprise in his 
fi rst season. The 5-foot-10-inch guard 
is averaging 4 assists per game, along 
with his conference-leading 2.3 steals 
per game. The Tigers hope to turn 
things around and build on their wins 
with a victory as they host Alabama on 
Saturday. 
T h e 
G a t o r s 
were riding 
high prior 
t o  t h e i r 
showdown 
w i t h 
Kent uck y 
in Lexington, having won seven games in 
a row before taking a 20-point beat down 
at the hands of the No. 1 team in the 
nation. Still, the Gators are the second 
best team in the conference  behind 
their top-ranked 3-point shooting and 
excellent guard play. Junior guard Kenny 
Boynton leads UF with 17.6 points per 
game while freshman sensation Bradley 
Beal is second at 14.3 points per game. 
Florida will look to rebound from the 
Kentucky loss when it takes on struggling 
Tennessee Saturday. 
The Daily Gamecock 
I t ’ s  n o 
s e c r e t 
t h a t  t h e 
W i l d c a t s 
have been 
p l a y i n g 
s o m e  o f 
t h e  b e s t 
basketbal l 
in the countr y behind f reshmen 
Anthony Davis and Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist. Sophomore Terrence Jones 
has also improved throughout the 
year, making Kentucky incredibly 
challenging to defend. UK will need to 
prove that its young squad will be able 
to go the long haul.
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T h e 
Bulldogs are 
i n  a  t ie  for 
third place in 
the SEC with 
Va n d e r b i l t . 
M S U  i s 
coming off of 
a 91-88 victory 
over Auburn and has a relatively easy 
schedule the rest of the way. MSU’s 
toughest remaining games are a home 
game against No. 1 Kentucky and 
a trip to Alabama. Mississippi State is 
led by SEC player of the year candidate 
Arnett Moultrie, who averages a double-
double with 17 points per game and 11.1 
rebounds per game. 
T h e 
Commodores 
have faltered 
in the SEC, 
lo s i n g  t wo 
s t r a i g h t 
b e f o r e 
hosting LSU. 
Va n d e r b i l t 
boasts a veteran squad led by John 
Jenkins and Jeffery Taylor, so they 
could have the experience that the 
rest of the SEC lacks to go on a run 
heading into the SEC Tournament. 
The Commodores still have a game 
against Florida and two games against 
Kentucky left on their schedule. 
A f t e r 
b e a t i n g 
A rkansas, 
Ole  M is s 
in overtime 
a n d 
Auburn by 
18 point s 
i n s i d e 
the Auburn Arena, Alabama is on a 
three-win high. Integral players for 
the Crimson Tide are senior forward 
JaMychal Green, who leads the team in 
points with an average of 14.1 per game, 
and sophomore guard Trevor Releford. 
Alabama will face LSU this Saturday in 
Baton Rouge. 
T h e 
Razorbacks 
h a v e  b e e n 
inconsistent 
t h i s  y e a r , 
often playing 
to the level 
o f  t h e i r 
competition. 
They earned 
signature victories against Mississippi 
State, Vanderbilt and Michigan, but 
suffered defeats against LSU, Ole Miss 
and Alabama. Led in scoring by electric 
freshman guard B.J. Young, Arkansas will 
need to show that their youth can hold up 
down the stretch. The Razorbacks have 
posted some good numbers, leading the 
league in steals, as well as ranking second 
in assists and blocks. The Razorbacks 
come to Columbia on Saturday to take 
on the Gamecocks. 
 T h e 
V o l u n t e e r s 
have had one 
of the toughest 
schedules in the 
nation this year, 
having already 
p l ayed  e ight 
ranked teams 
in their fi rst 23 
games. Tennessee has managed to pull off 
some impressive wins over some of those tough 
opponents, including a win against then-No. 
11 Connecticut and No. 14 Florida at home. 
However, with a 3-5 record in the SEC, it is 
going to take a lot of effort for the Volunteers 
to be able to make some noise in the eastern 
division. UT has a relatively inexperienced 
team with sophomore guard Trae Golden 
leading the Vols with 12.9 points per game and 
4.7 assists per game. Tennessee will look to 
sweep the season series against Florida when 
they travel to Gainesville, Fla. Saturday. 
A u b u r n 
h a s 
s t r u g g l e d 
w it h some 
tough losses 
s i n c e  t h e 
team’s last 
win against 
G e o r g i a . 
The Tigers fell to Alabama most recently, and 
suffered a three-point loss against then-No. 
22 Mississippi State. Auburn is looking to rally 
against upcoming Ole Miss this Saturday with 
the help of Frankie Sullivan, who leads the 
team in steals and points per game and put 21 
points on the board against Alabama. 
O f  t h e 
past eight 
games the 
B u l l d o g s 
have only 
m a n a g e d 
to win one. 
The team 
tends to go 
on streaks — losing four, winning five, 
losing eight and will need to end this 
losing steak with a win over Mississippi 
State on Saturday. Kentavious Caldwell-
Pope and Gerald Robinson  are the team’s 
high scorers, followed by Dustin Ware, 
who has been sinking 89 percent of his 
free throws. 
The Gamecocks 
had a chal lenging 
fi rst half to the SEC 
s e a s o n ,  p l a y i n g 
both Kentucky and 
Florida twice. The 
Gamecocks will focus 
on exploiting their 
weaker second-half 
schedule to f inish 
strong, which is something that USC has struggled 
with in the past. Sophomore forward Damontre 
Harris has been the most improved player, but tends 
to get into early foul trouble. 







After the win over then-No. 8 Tennessee, USC 
coach Dawn Staley is relieved that her squad had a 
couple of days off in between its win over the Lady Vols 
and the next contest against Arkansas tonight. 
“I think we need to enjoy the journey,” Staley said. 
“But also, we have to be big girls and turn the page. 
I think our preparation for this game wasn’t great, 
but I think our players are ready from an execution 
standpoint. They’re trying to fi ght themselves out of it, 
but as coaches, we’re scratching and clawing trying to 
get them to refocus. I think by the time we suit up, we 
should be ready to go.”
Staley said that beating Tennessee in Knoxville was 
“very important from a morale standpoint,” but hopes 
that the Gamecocks will respond better than the last 
time they were ranked, when USC lost three straight. 
For that, Staley will rely on the veterans to steady the 
team after a big win and a new No. 24 ranking. 
“Through the losing streak and through the 
winning streak, I think it’s always great to have senior 
leadership,” Staley said. “I think they’ve seen all of the 
trials and tribulations of the program. They know — 
they’ve experienced it and they’ve been in the locker 
room. To have our captains and our leaders step up 
the way they have this particular season, has been a 
beautiful thing.”
Staley particularly saw senior guard Markeshia 
Grant step up in the off-season, when she worked 
on her 3-point shot. Against Tennessee, Grant had a 
career-high 27 points, with seven of her baskets being 
3-pointers. Grant was tabbed the SEC Player of the 
Week for women’s basketball, as well as Player of the 
Week by the U.S. Basketball Writers Association. 
“For us, the whole theme of the offseason workouts 
was to be more effi cient on the offensive end,” Staley 
said. “I did talk with Markeshia about trying to get her 
3-point shooting percentage in the 40s. I just thought 
it would help our basketball team overall. The fact 
that she is shooting over 40 percent throughout this 
winning streak, it just goes to show how important it is 
for us for her to shoot as effi cient as she is.”
For Grant, the improvement as a shooter has not 
only come from getting repetitions in the offseason, 
but also from a mental change.
“I think it’s just being confi dent in my shot or getting 
to the basket,” Grant said. “Just confi dence.”
Furthermore, Grant’s build is more suited to being a 
shooter rather than driving the lane for a whole game, 
especially because it creates opportunities for forwards 
Charenee Stephens and Aleighsha Welch in the paint.
“I just thought once the SEC season started, she 
was playing at a much higher level  —  just being more 
aggressive from an offensive standpoint,” Staley said. 
“She’s pretty light though, so I don’t think she can 
handle driving to the basket for 40 minutes, but her 
ability to shoot the ball from the outside, and in a way, 
she gets it off pretty quick. I thought that she would be 
able to keep defenses honest and allow us to open the 
fl oor up a little bit for some driving.”
Though the win over the Lady Vols was Grant’s 
best performance this season, she and the team have 
followed Staley’s 24-hour rule — where victories and 
losses cannot be dwelt on for more than a day.
“I think we’ve moved on,” Grant said. “The last two 
practices it’s been about Arkansas. I mean, we still think 
about it, but it’s not as big as it was last week.”
The Razorbacks are in fourth place in the SEC and 
on a six-game winning streak, which heightens the 
importance for Staley to move the team past the high of 
beating Tennessee and on to preparing for an Arkansas 
squad that is looking to overtake USC for third place 
in the SEC. 
“It’s been a focus for our coaches,” Staley said. “We 
understand and we look at the standings, and I’m quite 
sure the players do amongst themselves. We can’t allow 
anything — the standings or the Tennessee win — to 
blur our vision in what we’re trying to do. We haven’t 
played well toward the end of the season in the past two 
years. We have to change that. We have to fi nish and 
that’s mainly our focus.” 
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Former South Carolina point guard 
Devan Downey knows about adversity.
Most recently, when playing for a 
team in Turkey, Downey was faced with 
a decision when a new coach was brought 
in, leaving him unsure of what to do.
“When you’re playing for a coach 
and then another one comes in, you 
don’t know anything about their style 
of basketball or anything like that,” 
Downey said. “It’s definitely a weird 
feeling. I didn’t really want to stay and 
put myself in a bad position.”
Downey left Turkey and signed with 
the Fort Wayne Mad Ants of the NBA 
Developmental League.
As someone who’s played for USC in 
the past, Downey knows the hardships 
the USC men’s basketball team is 
enduring.
“It’s definitely a struggle,” Downey 
said. “I know the guys and I know the 
staff, so I think they’ll fi nd a way to get it 
done. They’ve hit a little bit of adversity 
right now, but I still believe in them. I 
think they’ll fi nd a way to turn things 
around and end on a high note.”
Downey’s adversity began when he 
transferred to South Carolina in 2006 
after one season with Cincinnati, but 
had to sit out his fi rst season. He made 
an immediate impact the next season, 
earning All-SEC fi rst team honors and 
leading the team in scoring, but after his 
fi rst season, Downey was arrested for a 
minor altercation in Russell House.
Downey came back the following year 
and didn’t let the offseason incident 
affect his performance, earning All-SEC 
fi rst team honors again and honorable 
mention for the AP All-American team.
As a senior, Downey was on a team 
that fi nished 15-16, but knocked off No. 
1 Kentucky in a 68-62 victory. Though 
the fans famously rushed the court after 
the win, Downey looks back on it and 
doesn’t think the win was that big of a 
deal. 
“Honestly, it was great, but we had 
beat them two times the previous year,” 
Downey said. “Beating them wasn’t 
really that special to me. They were the 
No. 1 team and that was special, but 
beating Kentucky really wasn’t all that 
special.”
Because of how the team struggled in 
his senior season, Downey understands 
how his former teammate and USC’s 
lone senior, Malik Cooke, must feel.
“Every once in a while I might talk 
to Cooke,” Downey said. “It’s Cooke’s 
senior season, so he’s just playing his 
heart out. As a senior — I know the 
feeling — he’s just playing his heart out.”
The adversity continues for Downey, 
who is now having to transition from 
European basketball to the NBA, where 
the ball is a different size and the 3-point 
line is farther from the basket. 
“It’s more physical, and overall, it’s 
just a different game,” Downey said. 
“I’m still trying to transition. I’ve only 
been here a couple of days, so I’m still 
trying to learn the NBA game. I think 
I’m catching on pretty quickly. I think 
the fi rst few games, I played very solid 
for me not having practiced or have any 
NBA experience. I think with practice, 
I’m only going to get better.”
Even with his own career to focus 
on, Downey still keeps up with USC 
basketball and watches every game 
he can. With the team’s struggles, he 
understands fans’ frustrations with USC 
coach Darrin Horn, and though he didn’t 
directly defend Horn, he wished fans 
would continue to support the players.
“He’s got a young group of guys. Just 
keep supporting and don’t give up on 
the guys. You should support the team, 
regardless of how you feel about the 
situation. Those guys still go out and put 
on Carolina uniforms every game and 
play. The last thing they need is lack of 
support from the fans. Keep supporting 
the guys.”
With what he’s seen, Downey believes 
that the team can surge in the second 
half of the season.
“People always say that it’s hard to 
cheer for a team that’s losing,” Downey 
said. “With the team they have and the 
talent they have, eventually they’ll turn 
it around.”
Downey was able to “turn it around” 
at a new program and now, just starting 
his transition to the Mad Ants, he’s 
encouraged by not only the Gamecocks’ 
future, but also by his own.
“I’m new to the D-League,” Downey 
said. “I’m just trying to do what I do — 
play great basketball. I’ll just see what 
happens in the D-League. It’s nothing 
really new. It’s still just basketball.” 
Isabelle Khurshudyan
IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
South Carolina ranked No. 24
in most recent AP Top-25 poll
Former USC guard tells 
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The Gamecocks knocked off No. 8 Tennessee in Knoxville, Tenn., Thursday for the fi rst time in program history.
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Downey overcomes all adversity
Women’s hoops looks to continue streak
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